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	ESSENTIAL 
QUESTION
                    
	How has the Constitution lasted through changing times?


	FOCUS QUESTION 
            
	What are the 6 main principles upon which the U.S. Constitution is built?  What are the relationships between each of the 6 principles & how do they work together?

	Objectives

	1. Understand the basic outline of the Constitution.
2. Understand the six basic principles of the Constitution: popular sovereignty, limited government, separation of powers, checks and balances, judicial review, and federalism. 

	Key Terms

	

	      popular sovereignty 
	the political principle that people are the source of all governmental power and that government requires the consent of the governed 


	      limited government
	the idea that government may only do those things that the people have given it the power to do


	      Constitutionalism
	the idea that government must be conducted according to constitutional principles


	      rule of law
	          the principle that government and its officers must always   
            obey the laws of the land


	      separation of powers
	the principle that each of the basic powers of government—executive, legislative, and judicial—should be wielded by an independent branch of government


	      checks and balances 

	the system under which each branch of government can check, or limit, the actions of the other branches


	      veto
	to reject an act of Congress


	      judicial review
	the power of a court to determine whether a government action is constitutional or not

	Introduction
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	· What are the six main principles on which the Constitution is based?









	Outline of the Constitution


	

	The 6 Constitutional Principles

              
	






	1. Popular Sovereignty


	










Example:



	2. Limited Government
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	3. Separation of Powers


	







Example:

	CHECKPOINT!



	How does the separation of powers keep government from becoming too powerful?









	4. Checks and Balances


	









Example:

	5. Judicial Review


	







Example:



	6. Federalism



	Federalism is a compromise between an all-powerful central government and an independent state government.
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	Why might the Constitution give the power to regulate trade among the States to the Federal Government?









	CHECKPOINT!
*Relationships: The 6 Constitutional Principles


	DIRECTIONS: Describe the relationship between the 6 Main Principles of the U.S. Constitution.  How do the principles work together in support of one another?  Explain by completing the missing information below.  Use each principle & provide an explanation of the relationship between the two principles you’ve selected for parts A, B & C below.

A).
_____________________  supports ________________________   
because_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B).
_____________________  supports ________________________   
because___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
C).
_____________________  supports ________________________   
because______________________________________________________________________________________________________       



image6.jpeg
8 written by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay - 1788

: “The purpose of the
United States Constitution
is to limit the power
of the federal government
not the American people.”
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Judicial Review

“The power of the
judiciary to review
laws and
governmental actions
to see whether they
conform to the

Constitution. If they
violate the
Constitution, the
court has the power
to overturn them.”





image11.jpeg
Federalism

Powers Delegated to the Powers Reserved to States
National Government

« declare war

« establish loca
governments

« establish and
maintain schools

« create and maintain,
armed forces

« establish foreign
policy

« regulate interstate and
foreign trade

« make copyright
and patent laws

¢ establish postal office;
* coin money

« provide for the
public welfare
* criminal justice

« regulate trade
within states

* borrow money

« charter banks / ® conduct elections

« provide for
public safety
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The Constitution
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SECTION 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be v¥sted in d Congress of the United States, which shall consist of  Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives.

SECTION 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in
each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most nuerous Branch of the State Legislature.

No Person shall be a Representative who sball not have attined (o the Age of twenty-five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States,
and who shall not, when elected, be an Inbabitant of that State in which be shall be chosen.

[Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which mey be included within this Union, according o their respective
Numbers, which shall be determined by adding to the whole Nunber of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Tem of Years, and excluding Indians
not taxed, three [ifths of all other Persons.) The actual Enuneration shall be made within tree Years after the first Mecting of the Congress of the United States,
and witbin every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty
Thousand, but each State shall have ai Least one Representative; and untl such enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to
chuse tbree, Massachuseits eight, Rhode-lsland and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolin five, South Carolina five, and Georgia three.

When vacancies bappen in the Representation from any State, the Executive Autbority thereo] shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies.

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of Impeachment.

SECTION 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and
Senator shall have one Vote.

Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats
of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third
Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one-third may be chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otheruise, during the
Recess ofthe Legislature of any Siae. the Executive thereo] may make temporary Appointments untl the et Weeting of the Legislature, which sball ten fill

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained o the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall
not, when elected, be an Inbabitant of that State for which be sball be chosen.

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote, unless they be equally divided.

The Senate shall chuse heir otber Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice President, or when be shall exercise the Office
of President of the United States.

The Senate shall have the sole Pouer (o try all Impeachments. When sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath o Affirmation. When the President of
the United States is tried, the Chie] Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be convicted uitbout the Concurrence of tuo thirds of the Members present.

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of boror, Trust

o7 Profit under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject (o Indictrient, Trial, Judgment and Punisbment, according to

ich





image4.png




image5.jpeg




